[image: OEBPS/images/image0001.png] 
 
Microensayo
 
 
Applying argumentative virtues to opposing viewpoints and its effect on understanding disagreement and the quality of one’s responses
La aplicación de las virtudes argumentativas a puntos de vista opuestos y su efecto en la comprensión del desacuerdo y en la calidad de las respuestas
 
Leonardo David Ruano Morales (estudiante)
Ana Patricia Melchor Ocampo (asesor)
Prepa Entorno
 
 
Abstract
This microessay reflects on how applying argumentative virtues to opposing viewpoints shapes one’s understanding of disagreement and the quality of one’s responses. Drawing on Gascón (2017) and Aberdein, it links argumentation to virtue ethics and presents Cohen’s four cardinal virtues—willingness to modify, listen, question and engage—together with intellectual virtues such as courage and humility. It argues that arguing virtuously helps one grasp why others disagree and respond more coherently and respectfully, avoiding fallacies and becoming both a better arguer and a better person.
Keywords: Argumentative virtues, virtue ethics, argumentation, disagreement, critical thinking.
 
Resumen
Este microensayo reflexiona sobre cómo aplicar las virtudes argumentativas ante puntos de vista opuestos moldea la comprensión del desacuerdo y la calidad de las propias respuestas. A partir de Gascón (2017) y Aberdein, vincula la argumentación con la ética de la virtud y presenta las cuatro virtudes cardinales de Cohen—disposición a modificar, escuchar, cuestionar y participar—junto con virtudes intelectuales como el valor y la humildad. Sostiene que argumentar de forma virtuosa ayuda a entender por qué otros disienten y a responder de manera más coherente y respetuosa, evitando falacias y volviéndose mejor argumentador y mejor persona.
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Argumentative virtues are a very interesting topic because of the many fields they draw on and because of how they can be applied in our daily lives. Put briefly, argumentative virtues are a practice that can help us become better arguers, since the virtues involved are ones we can also adopt ourselves; in this sense, they can work as an ethical tool.
This can be linked to ancient Greece because, as Gascón says, "Virtue approaches to ethics were characteristic of Ancient Greece. Whereas modern ethical thinking is largely concerned with what is the right thing to do in a given situation" (Gascón, 2017). With this in mind, we can assume that a virtuous arguer should also be ethical.
And since argumentative virtues are a fairly recent development, they have also received some criticism: "A virtuous arguer can put forward a bad argument and a vicious arguer can put forward a cogent argument" (Gascón, 2017). Although this can indeed happen, in my opinion becoming a virtuous arguer can help in several respects, as well as making one a better arguer.
A very important element in becoming a virtuous arguer is applying Cohen's four virtues: the willingness to modify one's position, the willingness to listen, the willingness to question, and the willingness to engage. This matters because it gives you a kind of "code" to follow when arguing.
These virtues can be applied to almost anything. For example, if you were arguing with someone and you held opposing viewpoints, you could apply Cohen's four virtues while also drawing on intellectual virtues such as intellectual courage, perseverance, and humility. Doing so allows you to listen to the other person's argument while still stating your own.
This can even change the way you see disagreement, and you may end up modifying your argument and the way you respond to others. That is precisely one of the aims of argumentative virtues: to become a better arguer and a better person. As Stevens says, "Virtue argumentation coincides with a role ethics of argument" (Stevens, 2016), which shows that ethics is clearly at play here.
To sum up everything that has been said, and to answer the question more directly: applying argumentative virtues when facing opposing viewpoints can help you understand the other person's point and why they disagree, and it also lets you respond in a clearer and more coherent way instead of resorting to fallacies. This follows from what these virtues encourage: listening to the other person's argument and responding in a respectful but clear way.
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